
WC THEATRE GUIDANCE & QUOTES 
 

Theatre is a collaborative art and one that helps strengthen our sense of 
community. When you participate in theatre, you are a part of something larger 
than yourself…larger than any of us. Here at WC, you are adding to a tradition of 
theatrical excellence that spans over 125 years. 
These guidelines are meant to help influence our work as performers, technicians, 
designers, and directors. They help us all add to the collaboration by sharing 
expectations and encouraging everyone to treat our fellow artists and the art we 
are creating together with respect. 
 

• BE PROMPT: Arrive early to all rehearsals, meetings, dance calls, and 
performances. “To be early is to be on time. To be on time is to be late. To 
be late is to be forgotten.” Usually, 15-20 minutes early is enough to help 
you get warmed up and prepared. When arriving at the theatre for Tech 
Week & performances, actors and crew members should sign themselves in 
on the callboard. Don’t ask others to sign in for you and don’t leave the 
building once you have signed in.  
 

• BE PREPARED: Come to each rehearsal, meeting, and performance mentally 
and physically prepared for the task at hand. This includes being hydrated 
and well nourished. Bring all needed supplies (and a pencil). You should put 
in time outside of rehearsal for character work, songs, dances, and 
memorizing lines. We don’t typically set an “off book” date; we expect you 
to begin working to get off book as soon as a scene has been blocked. “The 
earlier you get scripts out of your hands, the more you can play.” 

 

• BE POSITIVE: Speak and behave courteously. Say “Please” before requests 
and “Thank you” after. Crew members are collaborators, not “assistants.” 
Especially when given a call by the stage manager, a “Thank you” shows 
them respect and denotes that you heard and understood the call. Never 
give another theatre artist unsolicited advice on their role or responsibility. 
“Make it your business to know YOUR business.” 
 

• STICK WITH YOUR LOOK: When cast in a role, a performer should not alter 
their “look” in any way from the way they auditioned. This includes cutting 
your hair, changing your hair color, shaving facial hair, adding piercings, 
adding tattoos, etc.  
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• MAINTAIN FOCUS: Limit socializing to appropriate times, before and after 
rehearsals and during rehearsal breaks. Talking or fooling around during a 
rehearsal or performance is disruptive, distracting, and, disrespectful to the 
folks who are trying to concentrate on the work at hand. Don’t talk 
backstage unless it is crucial to the show. Cellphones and electronic devices 
should never be on stage or in the wings; keep them with your things in the 
dressing rooms. Consider not checking them at intermission or during 
breaks to help you stay “present” when at the theatre. 
 

• TAKE INITIATIVE: There are always ways to be helpful to the production and 
the other people involved. “Don’t just stand there picking your nose.” 
Rather than waiting around for someone to tell you what to do, make it 
your responsibility to find out what needs to be done and do it properly. 

 

• FIND OPPORTUNITIES: Each production offers unique opportunities for 
learning and growth, regardless of your role. If you are a performer, always 
audition and be open to accepting a crew position if not cast. If you are a 
technician, be open to working in all aspects of technical theatre, not just 
the area you are most familiar with. 

 

• RESPECT DIFFERENCES: Each person has their own way of preparing for a 
role and de-roling after the rehearsal or performance. Some prefer a quiet 
space in which to focus beforehand. If you are someone who prefers loud 
music or talking to get prepared, don’t forget to give a space for those who 
need peace and stillness. You should also respect the physical and verbal 
boundaries of others. Be sure your spoken compliments are about the work 
and not physical characteristics. Be clear when letting others know your 
boundaries and be respectful of the boundaries of others. 

 

• BE NEAT & TIDY: Always hang up your costume, unless it is a crew-assisted 
quick-change.  Don’t just ball them up or leave them on the ground. Be 
careful when eating or drinking in costume…or stick to only water. Since 
costumes are worn multiple days in a row, be mindful of personal hygiene 
and deodorant use. Keep your personal items to your allotted table or 
counter space. If you use a tool, put it back when you are finished. If you 
use a space, always leave it better than you found it by putting items back 
and throwing away trash. 
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• THINK ABOUT CLOTHING: Please try on what the costumer asks. If there is a 
concern about your costume, politely address it with the costumer, but 
know that they must be concerned with the overall look of the show. Use 
the disclosure form to mark costume boundaries. Also, be sure you wear 
appropriate undergarments and socks/hosiery for the costume. Start 
wearing shoes like what you will wear in the show. “You walk differently in 
hard soled dress shoes than in tennis shoes.” Crew also has a “costume”, all 
black clothing with no logos should be worn starting tech week. No matter 
the role you play, appropriate footwear is important: no slippers at 
rehearsal & no sandals in shop. 
 

• CHECK YOUR PROPS: Before each rehearsal/performance you should check 
that all your props are where you need them. If a prop is not one your 
character uses, you should leave it alone unless asked to help a performer 
or crew member with it. This includes not sitting on movable set pieces 
backstage. “If it’s not yours, don’t touch it.”  
 

• WATCH OUT IN THE WINGS: Offstage space is limited in our theatre, so cast 
and crew are encouraged to stay out of that area until needed. If you are 
not directly involved with scene changes or entrances, please stay out of 
the wings. When you are in the wings, be sure you cannot see anyone 
sitting in the house. “If you can see them, they can see you…so move.” 

 

• BE WELCOMING: Wilmington College Theatre is an “open program”. This 
means auditions are open to students of all majors, not just theatre 
majors/minors. The directors recognize the need to provide educational 
opportunities for WC theatre students. At the same time, they also 
recognize the benefit of including community members and alums as cast 
and crew members when appropriate. In casting decisions, “WC students 
are given first consideration, but not first dibs.” 

 

• HAVE FUN: The REAL fun comes from working with your collaborators and 
giving it your all by doing your best work in service to the production, not 
from backstage silliness and feelgood festivities. Practical jokes have no 
place in performance - ever. “You should give the same performance each 
night without adding or subtracting anything.”  


