Wilmington College-Community Summer Theatre
Audition Information for Xanadu
Thank you for considering auditioning for Xanadu. Attached you will find audition information, character

descriptions, and an audition sheet with a conflict calendar on back. A completed audition
sheet/calendar page is to be turned in at the auditions along with an audition disclosure form.

NOTICE LOCATION
CHANGE FOR
MONDAY’S AUDITIONS

AUDITION DATES:
Sunday, May 17 at 7:00 pm in Heiland Theatre in Boyd Cultural Arts Center

Monday, May 18 at 7:00 pm in Music Room at Wilmington High School--300 Richardson PI.
Enter front lobby doors and follow signage.

You are ENCOURAGED to attend both nights of auditions, but you are NOT REQUIRED to attend more
than one. If you are not available for either of these dates and still wish to be considered for a role,
please contact the director, Bryan Wallingford, at bryan_wallingford@wilmington.edu for alternatives.

CALLBACKS:

Tuesday, May 19 at 7:00 pm.

These MIGHT be held at Roller Haven at 1640 US Hwy 22 NW Washington Court House, OH 43160.
Anyone who is offered a Callback will be emailed and asked to attend. You will be responsible for your
own transportation to and from Roller Haven.

AUDITIONS:

WCCST encourages performers of all abilities, body types, ethnicities, genders, and ages (16 and up) to
audition. You do not need to prepare anything for this audition. This is a workshop-style audition;
everything you need will be provided. Both nights of auditions will include group/solo singing,
movement/dance, and reading from the script. All characters in Xanadu dance and all those auditioning
for a role in the show must take part in the dance call. Please wear shoes and clothes that you can move
in for the auditions.

REHEARSALS:

We will typically rehearse Sundays through Thursdays from 7:00-10:00 p.m. However, we are going to
build a rehearsal schedule around the availability of our cast, so please be detailed in listing your
evening conflicts. After the show is cast, a specific rehearsal schedule will be provided. You will only
have to attend rehearsals for scenes in which your character is present.

ATTENDANCE/CONFLICTS:

On the back of your audition sheet there is a space in which to write your conflicts (dates & times that
could interfere with your attendance at rehearsals). Please list all dates and times that apply on that
sheet. Only previously approved conflicts (those on your audition sheet) will be excused.

We understand that life is unpredictable, and emergencies and illnesses occur. Please do your best to
ensure that these events occur as infrequently as possible during the rehearsals and run of this show.
During tech week (July 12 through 19) we cannot excuse anyone from rehearsal or shows. We must
have all cast and crew members present that entire week. If absences must occur, the directors reserved



the right to recast the role. Please note that during tech week and the shows, your call time will start at
6:30 pm and will go until we are finished (no specific stop time).

PERFORMANCES:

We will have performances on Thursday, July 16 at 7:30 pm; Friday, July 17 at 7:30 pm; Saturday, July
18 at 7:30 pm; and Sunday, July 19 at 2:30 p.m.

PLOT SUMMARY: This show will be played WITHOUT an Intermission. Run time: 90 minutes

This Tony Award-nominated, hilarious, roller skating, musical adventure about following your dreams
(despite the limitations others set for you) rolls along to the original hit score composed by pop-rock
legends, Jeff Lynne (of Electric Light Orchestra) and John Farrar (writer/producer of many Olivia Newton-
John’s hit songs). Based on the Universal Pictures cult classic movie of the same title, which starred
Olivia Newton-John and Gene Kelly, Xanadu is hilarity on wheels for anyone who has ever wanted to feel
inspired.

Xanadu follows the journey of a Greek muse who descends from the heavens of Mount Olympus to
Venice Beach, California in 1980 on a quest to inspire a struggling artist to achieve the greatest artistic
creation of all time — the first ROLLER DISCO! (Hey, it's 1980!) But, when she falls into forbidden love
with the mortal, her jealous sisters take advantage of the situation, and chaos abounds.

As the story begins, the leader of the Muses, Clio, convinces her companions to inspire Sonny to create a
great work of art. Since Muses are forbidden to declare their true nature to mortals, Clio decides that
she will call herself "Kira," wear a costume, including roller skates and leg warmers, and speak with an
Australian accent (think bad impression of Olivia Newton John).

On the Santa Monica Pier, Sonny's artistic frustration has left him desperate. Clio disguised as “Kira”
arrives and convinces him that she believes in his talent ("Magic"). Instantly inspired, Sonny shares with
Kira his dream of creating a roller disco.

When she returns to her sister Muses, Clio is accused by her elder sister, Melpomene, of falling in love
with Sonny and of desiring to create her own works of art, both of which are forbidden. Clio reveals that
Zeus has informed her that she is destined one day to receive the gift of Xanadu, "the gift so grand that
none of us truly knows what it is."

Once Clio has departed, Melpomene and Calliope, express their jealousy of Clio and decide to curse her
into falling in love with Sonny, thereby violating one of Zeus' rules. Melpomene’s daughters, The Sirens,
join their mother and aunt in song ("Evil Woman").

Sonny and Kira soon locate a dilapidated auditorium that will be the perfect location for his roller disco.
A sign on the old marquee reads "Xanadu," and Kira takes this as a sign from Zeus that her destiny
approaches. The mutual attraction between Sonny and Kira increases ("Suddenly"). Sonny arranges to
meet with the auditorium's landlord, real estate mogul and former big band musician, Danny Maguire.

Danny is less than impressed by Sonny's request that he be given the old auditorium for free in order to
open the roller disco. Danny reveals that, in fact, he built the theatre in the first place, but never opened
it. Kira strongly reminds Danny of his old dance partner, Kitty ("Whenever You're Away from Me."). A
flashback sequence reveals Clio as Kitty dancing with Danny's younger self. We learn that Danny built
the Xanadu theatre for her. Danny's hesitation to open the theatre due to concerns about the financial
risks involved led Kitty to leave him. Kira convinces Danny to give Sonny a chance.



That night, Sonny breaks into the theatre so that he can see the place where his dream almost
happened. Danny finds him there, and the two men compare their visions for what Xanadu could have
been ("Dancin'). Danny offers to give Sonny and Kira 25% of the profits from Xanadu if Sonny can fix up
the theatre by the following sunset.

Sonny convinces Kira to help him draw up plans for the theatre. Kira makes a drawing, which is the first
time that she has ever created anything. At that moment, Calliope and Melpomene curse Kira and Sonny
to fall in love ("Strange Magic"), and Eros shoots them with love arrows before sneaking away.

Clio's non-villainous sisters arrive, and, under Sonny's direction, they help to transform the theater ("All
over the World"). Danny arrives as the theatre's transformation is complete. Danny and Sonny agree to
become partners. Kira begins to realize that she has helped create something and has fallen in love with
Sonny, thereby violating the two fundamental Muse rules. She also realizes with some apprehension
that "Xanadu" might not turn out to be the positive destiny that she had expected, but it might be some
sort of impending punishment for her transgressions.

Hermes, a messenger from Zeus, arrives to remind Clio of the rules. She then tells Sonny that she must
leave him. Sonny pleads in vain with her not to go ("Don't Walk Away").

Melpomene, posing as a high-end real estate broker, offers to buy the theatre from Danny. After some
hesitation about betraying his partner, he agrees.

Clio returns to the mural and confesses to Melpomene and Calliope that she has fallen in love with a
mortal. Sonny arrives, and Clio tells him everything, including the fact that she is a Muse and that her
name is really Clio. Sonny doesn't believe any of this and thinks that Kira is crazy. Melpomene and
Calliope reveal that they have cursed Clio and that she is therefore not really in love with Sonny. Clio
denies this, insisting that she really does love Sonny, but Sonny doesn't believe her. This causes her to
become angry with Sonny ("Fool"). She goes on to confess to her sisters that she has broken all of Zeus'
decrees and that she intends to return to Mount Olympus to receive her just punishment. Sonny bids
her a sad farewell ("The Fall"). Danny arrives to tell Sonny of his betrayal but, by this point, Sonny
doesn't even care.

Clio mounts the winged horse, Pegasus, and ascends to Mount Olympus ("Suspended in Time"). Seeing
her, Danny and Sonny realize that Kira and Kitty are indeed the same person, and that Clio must have
been telling the truth. Danny rushes off to save the theatre while Sonny resolves to follow Clio to Mount
Olympus.

On Mount Olympus (portrayed as a complete homage to the 1980s movie, Clash of the Titans), Clio begs
the gods for forgiveness. It is revealed that the curse that was placed on her by Melpomene and Calliope
had no effect on her, and that she really does love Sonny. Zeus' wives sympathize with her and plead
with Zeus on her behalf ("Have You Never Been Mellow").

Sonny arrives at Olympus and vows to fight the Gods to prove his love for Clio. Zeus is impressed by his
courage. Clio states that she is willing to give up her powers and immortality to be with Sonny. Zeus
agrees to make it so. He reveals that Sonny and Clio will receive the greatest gift possible for mortals —
to love someone else and to create art. "That," he explains, "is Xanadu." ("Xanadu").



THE CHARACTERS: Please note ages and descriptions shared here are from the publisher, MTI. We are
looking for performers who can PLAY these ages and descriptions. They don’t have to BE these ages and
descriptions.

CLIO/KIRA/KITTY — Female; Vocal Range: G3-A5; Moderate/Heavy Dance; MUST ROLLER SKATE WITH
PROFICIENCY. The youngest of Zeus's daughters and the muses. Falls in love with Sonny. Pretty.
Adventurous. Honest and determined. Muse of history and the leader of the muses. Age 18- 25.

SONNY MALONE — Male; Vocal Range: B3-C6 (falsetto); Moderate/Heavy Dance; MUST ROLLER SKATE
WITH PROFICIENCY. A self-critical and depressed, mortal, chalk artist who falls in love with Kira.
Handsome, but not particularly smart. He embodies 1980s pop culture and is very much a California
dreamer. Age 20-30.

DANNY MAGUIRE — Male; Vocal Range: A3-C6; Minimal Dance; No Roller Skating; The hard-nosed “all
work and no play” businessman who owns the theater he once built for his love, Kira. Used to be a
budding artist like Sonny but has since let money and greed consume him. Typically doubles as Zeus.
Age 50-70

MELPOMENE — Female; Vocal Range: G3-A5; Moderate Dance; No Roller Skating; Kira’s oldest sister.
Mother of the Sirens. She is jealous that Kira is the leader of the muses rather than herself, and
therefore creates the plot for her downfall. Muse of tragedy. Age 40-60

CALLIOPE — Female; Vocal Range: G3-A5; Moderate Dance; No Roller Skating; Kira’s older sister and
fellow muse. She is jealous of Kira and, as Melpomene’s sidekick, plots with her for Kira’s downfall. The
Muse of epics. Typically doubles as Aphrodite. Age 30-60.

ERATO — Female; Vocal Range: G3-C6; Heavy Dance; Roller Skating; One of Kira’s older sisters and fellow
muse. Muse of lyrics and erotica. May double as other characters. Age 25-45.

EUTERPE — Female; Vocal Range: G3-A5; Heavy Dance; Roller Skating; One of Kira’s older sisters and
fellow muse. Muse of music. May double as other characters. Age 20-35.

THALIA — M-F; Vocal Range: C4-C6; Heavy Dance; Roller Skating; One of Kira’s older sisters and fellow
muse. Muse of comedy. May double as other characters. Age 20-35.

TERPSICORE — M-F; Vocal Range: C4-C6; Heavy Dance; Roller Skating; One of Kira’s older sisters and
fellow muse. Muse of dance. Age 25-40.

ENSEMBLE: M-F; All Vocal Ranges; Heavy Dance; All Roller Skate; This group will assist in large group
numbers and may pick up additional characters in scenes where doubling can’t occur. All Ages.

NOTE: Typically, this show is played with a small cast (9-11 performers) and a lot of doubling of roles. For
our production, we are open to expanding the ensemble a bit once we see the auditions. Additional
characters that will be assigned include Young Danny (tap), Medusa, Hera, Thetis, Cyclops, Centaur,

Eros, The Sirens, Andrews Sisters, Tubes Singers, Young Woman, etc.



Wilmington College-Community Summer Theatre
Audition/Crew Form for Xanadu

NAME

CELL PHONE NUMBER

EMAIL ADDRESS

ADDRESS, CITY, ZIP

1. ARE THERE ANY ROLES YOU WOULD NOT ACCEPT IF OFFERED?
___NO, 1 AM OPEN TO ALL CASTING OPTIONS
__YES. PLEASE DON’T CONSIDER ME FOR

2. ARE YOU INTERESTED IN A CREW POSITION IF NOT CAST?

3. DO YOU PLAY AN INSTRUMENT PROFICIENTLY? IF YES, PLEASE LIST:

4. ON A SCALE OF 1-5 (1 BEING LOW AND 5 BEING HIGH) WHERE WOULD YOU RANK YOUR
CURRENT LEVEL OF ROLLER SKATING?

5. ON A SCALE OF 1-5 (1 BELING LOW AND 5 BEING HIGH) WHERE WOULD YOU RANK YOUR
CURRENT LEVEL OF TAP DANCING?

6. DO YOU HAVE OTHER SKILLS IN GYMNASTICS, DANCE, FLAGS, MAGIC TRICKS, ETC. THAT
MIGHT BE BENEFITIAL IN PERFORMING THIS SHOW?

7. Please sign your name to indicate that you have read the entire audition packet, disclosure
form, and WC Theatre Guidelines.

Signature: Date:

ON THE BACK, PLEASE WRITE DOWN ALL EVENING CONFLICTS BETWEEN 6:00-10:00 P.M.,
FOR EVERY DAY OF THE WEEK. Attach additional sheets if needed. (Jobs, Meetings, Concert
Tickets, etc.) PLEASE BE SPECIFIC AND ACCURATE!
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